

The following suggestions offer a strategy for teaching through the comments you make on a student paper. 

1. Read the paper through once before making any marks on it. 

2. Identify one or two problems, deciding what you will teach on this draft

3. Discover what the text reveals about decisions the writer made. Formulate hypotheses to explain the problem(s) you identify.

4. Note what the student has done well, and tell them specifically why that works well. 

5. Ask open-ended questions that encourage the student to reexamine the paper and become self-critical. 

6. Avoid labeling problems unless you make suggestions on how the student might overcome them. 

7. Avoid editing the student's paper. Place a check next to sentences that contain errors and encourage students to identify the problem. 

8. Summarize your comments in an end note to the student. 

· Devote at least one sentence to legitimate praise. 

· Identify one or two problems and explain why they make understanding the piece difficult. 

· Set a goal for the student's next draft or paper. 

· Suggest specific strategies for reaching the goal. 

9. Make notes for yourself to chart the student's progress. 
Adapted from Erika Lindemann, A Rhetoric for Writing 1eachers, 2nd Ed. 1987, and pp. 216-219. 
