

Use these questions to develop a writing assignment for a course you are currently teaching or plan to teach. Alternately; you might use the questions as a springboard for revising a writing assignment you currently use in one of your courses. 

1. What are the major content areas to be covered in this course? What are the specific competencies students should gain in the course?

2. Why are students writing? ─How does this assignment connect to course goals? What will students learn? What skills will they gain? What, if any, significance does it have outside the context of this course? 

3. What are students writing? ─Who is the audience for this assignment? What is the rhetorical context? What will the final product look like? Can students choose their own topics?

4. How are students writing? ─Will the assignment be produced in stages or require multiple drafts? To which, if any; disciplinary and/or genre conventions must students adhere? What role, if any; will the instructor and/or peers play in the creation of the final product? 

5. How will the assignment be evaluated? ─What constitutes a successful response to the assignment? What are the evaluation criteria and how are they weighted? 

Draft the writing assignment on the following page. 
