

You may want to point out and review these and other strategy words with students as you introduce a new writing assignment. 

1. Analyze ─divide an event, idea, or theory into its component elements and examine each one in turn

2. Compare and/or contrast ─demonstrate similarities or dissimilarities between two or more events or topics

3. Define ─identify and state the essential traits or characteristics of something differentiating them clearly from other things

4. Describe ─tell about an event, a person, or a process in detail, creating a clear and vivid image of it

5. Evaluate ─assess the value or significance of the topic

6. Explain ─make a topic as clear and understandable as possible by offering reasons, examples, etc.

7. Summarize ─state the major points concisely and comprehensively

Adapted from Robert Connors & Cheryl Glenn, The New St, Martins Guide to Teaching

Writing, 1999, p. 66

