

1. Have a purpose
     - "Describe your dorm room in specific detail." vs.

        "Describe your dorm room, and explain how the

          various details in it reflect your personality and habits."

2. Are meaningful within student experience
     -Not necessarily "personal"

     -Subjects students can write about without doing research

3. Ask for writing about specific and immediate situation rather than abstract and theoretical ones
     -"Discuss the problem of sexism." vs. "Discuss how you first became aware of sexism and how it has affected the way you deal with men and women."

4. Suggest a single major question to which the thesis statement of the essay is the answer
     -"Is smoking tobacco harmful, and should the tobacco laws be changed?"

     -"Discuss why tobacco should or should not be legal, supporting your argument with details from your own experience or the experiences of people you know;"

5. Are neither too long nor too short
    -Long and complex assignments may frustrate and confuse students 

    -Short assignments may fail to give sufficient guidance.

Adapted from Robert Connors & Cheryl Glenn, The New St, Martin’s Guide to Teaching
Writing, 1999, p. 67
