

1. Can be answered with a simple true/false or yes/no answer
         -Don't offer enough purpose or direction to the writer

 2. Lead to unfocused or too-short answers
         -"How do you feel about the ozone layer?" or "Is the national debt a serious problem?”   

 3. Assume too much student knowledge
         -"What are the good and bad points of U.S. foreign policy?" or "Is America decaying as the Roman Empire did?"

  4. Pose too many questions in its attempt to elicit a specific response
        -Supplies many possibilities, but may panic inexperienced writers as they try to handle each option discretely    

  5. Ask students for too personal an answer
Adapted from Robert Connors & Cheryl Glenn, The New St. Martin! Guide to Teaching

Writing, 1999, p. 67’

