CRITICAL THINKING

TCDR Strategy:
Topic—Class—Description—Relevance

This strategy can be used when one needs to get a clear basic understanding of a topic, an understanding that will enable one to think about the topic in a critical and intelligent way.  Always ask and try to answer these key questions about what one is learning or investigating so that it can be related to or applied to other material.
1.      What is the TOPIC I must understand?  (TCDR)

What are the key topics

(
of the textbook chapter as a whole?


(
of the page I am reading now?


(
of the lecture as a whole?


(
of the lecture at this very minute?


(
of the board issue we are discussing?

(
of the part I need to deal with right now?

2.
What is the overall CLASS to which this topic belongs?  (TCDR)


(
What is the whole of which this topic is a part?


(
What is the “main heading” under which this topic is being presented?

3. What is the DESCRIPTION of the topic?  (TCDR)

(
What are its characteristics?  its features?  its properties?

(
What does it “look” like?

(
How would you describe it so that someone else would be able to recognize an example of this topic, whether in reading material, hearing about it, or on observing it in real life?

4. What is the RELEVANCE of the topic?  (TCDR)

(
What is its importance—to you, to other people, to some other topic being considered?

(
What is it used for?

(
What role does it play in understanding or explaining something else?

· How does it affect something else?
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