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Student Success Committee

Minutes of Tuesday, November 28, 2006
Call to Order

Call to order at 2:30 p.m. in UNVH 113 by Paris DePaepe, Chair.

Attendance (*absent)
Voting Members:  Paris DePaepe, Clark Closser, Danae Hudson, Marvin Prosono, 
Cathy VanLanduyt and Weston Walker
Ex Officio Members:  John Catau*, Mike Frizell, Mike Wood
Old Business

a) Add comment to Course Policy Statement:
Please make every effort to first resolve any problems/issues with your instructor.  If you are unable to resolve the situation with your instructor, you may contact the Director of  the IDS 110 program (Student Success), Mike Wood at (417) 836-8343 or visit the Student Success office at University Hall 205.
b)
Add questions to Course Evaluation Questionnaire 




1.
The instructor gives good examples of the concept (or main ideas in the course).




2.
The instructor is helpful when students are confused.




3.
The instructor is enthusiastic.




4.
The instructor seems knowledgeable in many areas.




5.
I would recommend this instructor to other students.



Six-point rating scale (Reword existing ten questions to fit rating scale.)
1. Almost never or almost nothing

2. Seldom or little

3. Occasionally or moderate

4. Often or much

5. Very much

6. Almost always or a great deal



  Committee recommends using a 5 point rather than 6 point rating scale.  

Regarding the question:  Have you learned and practiced better writing and speaking skills in this course?  Reword to indicate communication rather than speaking skills and add “are you comfortable communicating with peers and with faculty; interacting in classroom.”

Charge to Mike Wood—Clean up wording, submit in document form via 

e-mail to Committee for review.
New Business

Report on Writing Center—Michael Frizell 

· Appointments are up 135% over same period in Fall 2005.
· Center will close for semester on Wednesday, December 6.

· Seven out of ten tutors will be returning.  
· Interviews for tutors will begin Monday, December 4.
· Two e-mails are sent—one when appointment is booked and the other after the session.  Professors are not automatically e-mailed; student must submit request.

· No news on the remodeling of Siceluff.
Report on Student Success—Mike Wood  
· Instructor feedback on current textbook mostly positive.

· Will use the textbook for another year; meeting with publisher’s rep on December 12 to discuss changes in custom text.  
· Will delete Chapter 4—Developing Metacognitive Skills.   Substituting a chapter more specific on critical thinking. (Per instructor feedback)                                   
Statement of Committee's position on special sections of IDS 110

Motion by Marty Prosono, seconded by Cathy VanLanduyt, and passed by unanimous voice vote:  Adopt the language previously approved by Committee vote—“It is the committee’s recommendation that since IDS 110 is designed to offer all first year students a foundational set of knowledge and skills to be successful at the University, no “special sections” are warranted.”
Motion by Weston Walker, seconded by Marty Prosono, and passed by a vote of 4 to 2 (Ayes—DePaepe, Prosono, Walker, VanLanduyt; Opposed—Closser and Hudson):  It is the Student Success Committee’s recommendation that all freshmen with less than 24 transfer credits not counting dual credit in high school must take IDS 110.  UHC 110 will not substitute for IDS 110.
Point of clarification:  The Committee feels it is important to make a statement of communication about this issue.  All students need the initial orientation of IDS 110 with or without UHC 110.  It is, however, up to Honors College whether or not to follow the recommendation.  


Charge to Mike Wood—Refine wording of motion for Committee review by e-mail.  After Committee approval, submit recommendation to John Catau and Art Spisak with invitation to discuss issue with Mike and/or Committee members.
SPR 2007—Student Success Committee meetings



Future meetings will be via e-mail—one before winter break and another in January.  If necessary, one final meeting in UNVH 113 before semester end.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
