Curricular Learning Communities and Other Linked Courses
 What Advisors Need to Know--New initiatives for 2009
1. What is a learning community?  A learning community is “Any one of a variety of curricular structures that link together several existing courses—or actually restructure the material entirely—so that students have opportunities for deeper understanding and integration of the material they are learning and more interaction with one another and their teachers are fellow participants in the learning enterprise.” (Gabelnick, MacGregor, Mathews, and Smith, 1990, p. 19.)

2. What types of courses comprise the LC’s at Missouri State?  In fall 2009 we will have several cohorts of linked courses for our curricular learning communities.  The most common linkage is IDS 110 combined with ENG 110 and COM 115. However, we have two cohorts that link IDS 110 and REL 101 only; we also have a large section of HST 103, linked with two sections each of IDS 110 and ENG 110.  Finally, we have one ENG 110 and IDS 110 cohort for ESL students.  See attached chart for a visual representation of the communities.

3. As an advisor, what do I need to remember about Learning Communities and scheduling?  It is very important that only first-year students be placed into the learning communities.  Also, students must enroll in all linked courses for the learning community, i.e. a student must enroll in all three linked courses or none at all. This will require that all CRNs be entered into the system at once as the courses are linked in Banner as co-requisites.

4. Learning Community courses should not be subject to any overrides. For example, enrollment is capped at a specific number for a reason—limited LC slots, and enrollment will be checked to ensure everyone who is enrolled in a learning community belongs in those sections.

*For additional information regarding Learning Communities:contact MikeWood@missouristate.edu , or call 836-8343
What about other linked courses, including the new Reading 107 course?
1.  The other “linked” courses in fall 2009 include RDG 107, linked to either BIO 102, or PSY 121.  Note that there are three RDG courses, and they are linked with specific sections of Biology or Psychology. (Please refer to the attached chart for a visual representation of these linked courses.)

2. Additional information about RDG 107: This course is designed to acquire and improve critical reading comprehension skills of academic texts necessary for college-level reading. The reading course draws its content from the subject area course. These linked courses are designed as a method of academic support for students struggling in the content area. This course may not be used to satisfy general education requirements and will not count toward any major or minor offered by any department. These linked courses are not limited to first-year students. 

3. What about scheduling these classes in Banner? To register for these linked courses, students must enter the CRN’s at the same time. Failure to do so will cause a “link-error” message.

*For additional information regarding Reading 107, contact KathyScales@missouristate.edu, or call 836-5315.  
