



Proposing a Solution Research Project 






        Part 3: Writing the First Draft
Once you've done some initial research on your problem and solution, you will develop a first draft. Note this isn't a "rough" draft or an "incomplete" draft; it should be a full draft of your paper. The purpose of this part of the assignment is to help you start writing early and to allow an opportunity for you to receive feedback and revise the paper. 

Identifying the Context 

Your paper will respond to one of the three contexts below: Keep the audience and purpose in mind as you shape the paper. To some extent, this context will shape the final form of the paper ──Will this be a letter? a proposal? or a speech? 


1. Letter to the Editor. Craft an editorial for The Gamecock describing the problem you've 
chosen and suggest why this problem affects or should be of interest to USC students. Your 
editorial should appeal for student involvement in the solution you've 
identified. Consider a 
solution that one student or a small group of committed students 
might take on. How can these 
individuals affect this problem by enacting this solution? 


2. Proposal to Director of Office of Community Service. You have identified a problem that 
isn't getting enough attention by this office. Develop a proposal to submit to the office 
describing the problem and explaining why the office should get involved in the solution. 
Specifically; your proposal should address what students can learn by becoming 
involved in this 
issue and a specific program or project the office might establish to help 
ameliorate this problem. 
Anticipate challenges from the director related to costs, staffing, 
and logistics and propose 
strategies for minimizing these obstacles. 


3. Speech before Student Group. Consider a student group of which you are (or might be) 
a member e.g., student government, a Greek organization, a service club, or a special interest 
group. You propose that your group should complete some service. Identify a problem and 
propose a project through which your group can help improve this situation. Your speech 
should 
motivate group members to get involved and describe how this 
problem and/or 
project are 
connected to the mission or your group. You may also need to anticipate potential objections 
from group members and consider how you might overcome them. 

Shaping the Paper 

The basic outline for your paper might look something like this, but ultimately your topic, your writing style, and your audience will determine the shape of your paper. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

· Its existence 

· Its seriousness 

· Its causes 

CONSEQUENCES OF FAILING TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM 

· Consequence I and who is likely to be affected 

· Consequence 2 and who is likely to be affected, etc. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED SOLUTION 

LIST OF STEPS FOR IMPLEMENTING THE SOLUTION 

· Step 1 and the resources required 

· Step 2 and the resources required, etc. 

REASONS AND SUPPORT FOR THE SOLUTION 

· Positive outcomes, consequences, benefits of accepting solution 

· Acknowledgment of objections 

· Accommodation or refutation of objections 

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS AND THEIR DISADVANTAGES 
· Alternate Solution I and its disadvantages 

· Alternate Solution 2 and its disadvantages, etc. 

RESTATEMENT OF PROPOSED SOLUTION AND ITS ADVANTAGES 

Your first draft must be typed, double-spaced. The first draft is due on Thursday; November 7th. 

This assignment is worth 50 points of the total Research Project grade and will be evaluated using the following criteria. The percentages provide a rough guide about the importance of each component in the final grade. 

1. Content (60%). Problem has been clearly identified, and its significance for your audience has been established. You've provided a compelling argument for why your audience should get involved. The solution is clearly defined, describes .the potential impact on the problem, and outlines steps for implementation. Benefits of the solution along with any potential shortcomings are identified. Some effort has been made to refute objections. 

2. Writing (40%). The paper is well organized with logical development of ideas, good use of forecasting and transitions to help move the reader through the paper. Assertions are supported. Outside source material has been incorporated, using appropriate citations and logical connections to surrounding material, judicious use of direct quotes, and effective paraphrasing. 

3. Formal Requirements (10%). The paper uses MLA style and a reference list is included. The paper is relatively free of spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors. 

